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Purpose of Session

 To provide an overview of how to use
administrative data in two MSW level
advanced child welfare research courses
– A 15 week intensive research practice course
– A  3 week module in a classroom based child

welfare research course



Why is this an innovation

 Students gain applied experience using data
to answer research questions.

 Bridge the gap between concepts, theories
and actions.



How do you Integrate Data into the
Classroom Setting?

 You have to have computer space available
for all students – AT THE SAME TIME!

 You have to be available to students outside
of class time.

 Most importantly – you need to have a
source of MEANINGFUL data to utilize.



Introduction to the Data Tool

Fred Wulczyn



Chapin Hall Multi-State Foster Care Data
Archive

 Administrative data on children in out-of-
home care over time:

– Demographic characteristics of children in care
– New admissions
– Re-admissions (re-entries)
– Changes in placement
– Exits from care

 20 states, 1,000+ counties, and 1.8 million
foster children



Data Tool - Promoting Access to information

 Access to and use of data to support
decision making are interrelated skills

 Access is limited and so are the skills
 The data tool provides ready access to real

placement histories through a query based
interface.



Building Skills

 Experience suggests that the social workers
are unfamiliar with the structured use of
information - forming hypotheses and
defending their assertions with empirical data

 To advance, the field needs to give students
practical exposure to data connected to
rigorous analysis.

 Accomplished by focusing students on a few
basic constructs.



Where does it start?





Examples



Independent Research Project:
Data Analysis for Child Welfare

Terry Shaw



Data Analysis for Child Welfare

 Independent Research Course (SOWK 798)
 Focus is on the steps to actually DO

research.
 Meets in computer lab for 1.5 hours per week
 Students are expected to work on their own

for 5 hours per week.
 Extended office hours available to students.



Placing research into context

 Identifying a meaningful research topic based on
practice knowledge or identified gaps in literature.

 What does the extant literature, INCLUDING other
sources of administrative data, say about problem.

 Limitations of administrative data research
(availability of data, accuracy of data, permission to
use data, ability to access and query data, correctly
interpreting data, etc.)

 Telling a story - being able to synthesize the
information into an understandable and meaningful
description of the problem and findings.



Data Analysis for Child Welfare:
Graded Elements

 Participation, participation, participation
 Development of a meaningful, and defensible

question.
 Development of a research and analysis

plan.
 Writing a final research paper.
 Presenting the data and recommendations.



Research in Child Welfare
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Research in Child Welfare

 Course geared to three child welfare
outcomes: child safety, permanency, and
child well-being

 For the unit on permanency, students gain
hands-on experience working with the data
tool to answer a research question and
prepare a report on this exploration.



Research Report

 Statement of the problem (including a review
of at least one study that has used
administrative data to answer the student’s
research question).

 Identification of the research question
 Description of methods
 Presentation of results
 Conclusions & implications
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